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ASTRA EARRINGS 
by Leslie Rogalski 

www.leslierogalskibeadworks.com 

Columns of Superduos radiate from a hoop earring in this design. 

Skill level: Confident beginner and up 
Techniques: Brick stitch, ending thread 
Finished length: 2 1/8” excluding ear wire 

MATERIALS 
1.25g size 11ᵒ seed beads 
3g size 8ᵒ seed beads 
34 Superduos 
2 size 30mm hoops with pierced ear wire 
housing 
Pair of ear wires 

6lb. Fireline 
Size 11 beading needle 
Scissors/Thread zap 
Pliers 
2 charms and jump rings (Optional)

TIPS 

• Use a chain nose pliers to pinch the ear wire housing tubes to secure the hoop wire.

• Check all two-holed beads before use to make sure holes are clear.

• Keep tension just snug enough when brick stitching the 8s around the hoop to remain on the

outside of the hoop. If you pull too snugly the row of 8s will want to curl into the inside
circumference of the hoop.

• Adjust all added 8s to sit up on the Superduos like little tires.

• Pull stitches snug as you add the spokes of Superduos and seed beads.
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FIGURE 1 
Step 1. Thread 1.25 yard of Fireline on a needle. Tie the  end with a square knot around the hoop near 
the housing, leaving a five-inch tail to weave in later. 

Step 2. String two 8ᵒs.  Slide them down to the knot and position them flat on the outside of the hoop. 
Sew around the hoop and back through the second 8ᵒ.  

Step 3. String one 8 and slide it to the hoop. Sew around the hoop and out through the 8 just strung. 
Repeat to attach 28 more size 8ᵒs, for a total of 30 beads. Do not pull too tightly or the beads will 
naturally want to curl in, instead of staying on the outside of the hoop. Adjust the beads as you work. 

FIGURE 2 a-b BLACK THREAD 
Step 4. String one 11ᵒ and sew down through the next 8ᵒ. Sew around the hoop and up through the 

same 8ᵒ. The 11 spans the tiny space between 8s. Repeat to add five more 11s. Exit out the next 8. 

FIGURE 2: b-c RED THREAD 
Step 5. String one Superduo, one 11ᵒ, one 8ᵒ and one 11ᵒ. Sew down through the second hole of the 

Superduo and the next 8ᵒ. Sew around the hoop and up through the same 8ᵒ. Nudge the newly added 8 

so it stands up straight between the 11s on top of the Superduo.  

Step 6. Repeat Step 4 to add a new 11 between the next two 8s.  

Step 7. Repeat Step 5 and 6 twice more, and exit the next 8. 

FIGURE 2: c-d ORANGE THREAD 

Step 8. String one Superduo and one 11 three times. String one 8ᵒ, one 11ᵒ, and sew in through the 
open hole of the last Superduo just strung. 

Step 9. String one 11ᵒ and sew through the next Superduo; repeat once more. Continue through the 8ᵒ. 
Sew around the hoop and out through the same 8ᵒ. Repeat Step 4. 

FIGURE 2: d-e PURPLE THREAD 

Step 10. String one Superduo and one 11 five times. String one 8ᵒ, one 11ᵒ and sew through the open 
hole of the last Superduo just strung. 

Step 11. String one 11ᵒ and sew through the next Superduo four times. Continue through the 8ᵒ. Sew 
around the hoop and up through the same 8ᵒ. Repeat Step 4. 

NOTE: Make sure the long spoke is centered opposite the ear wire housing before continuing. 

Step 12. Repeat: Step 8, Step 9, then Step 5 to 7.  

Step 13. Add the last six 11s following Step 4. 

Step 14. When you reach the beginning tail, sew through that first 8 and knot the working thread to the 
tail.  Secure the working thread within the beadwork by sewing back into the beadwork along existing 
thread paths, making a half hitch once or twice in discreet places. Trim the excess. Thread a needle on 
the tail.  Secure the tail thread by weaving it back along existing thread paths with a couple half hitches, 
and trim.  Attach an ear wire to the outer  loop of the ear hoop. 

Repeat all the steps to make your second earring. 
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Design Option: Use jump rings to add a charm or dangle from the inner hole of the housing. Use one or 
two linked jump rings, depending on the direction of the charm’s shank. 
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LESLIE ROGALSKI is the Creative Director for the BeadSmith. 


